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Sept. 11: Sara Beatriz Bolanos, spokesperson for the Salvadoran Women's Movement (MSM),
told reporters that on Sept. 10, unidentified assailants ransacked MSM offices. Bolanos said
$5,000 in cash and $4,300 in equipment and other valuables were stolen. Threats and statements
claiming MSM members pertain to the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN),
and the name of a relatively new hate group the Salvadoran Anti- Communist Front (FAS) were
scrawled on the walls of the office. Sept. 13: In a communique, the Salvadoran Christian Committee
for the Displaced (CRIPDES) reported that CRIPDES leader Mirtala Lopez had received death
threats from the Salvadoran Anti-Communist Front (FAS). The Committee said a FAS pamphlet
delivered to CRIPDES headquarters accused Lopez of "heading" the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN). According to the FAS, "Just as we got rid of the Jesuits at the UCA [Central
American University], we are firm in our resolve to kill those who say they are leaders of the
FMLN's machiavellian cells." Sept. 17: Deputy Mario Aguinada, of the Nationalist Democratic Union
(UDN) party, told reporters that soldiers searched the home of UDN leader Norma Guevara. Next,
Treasury Police agents carried out a search-and-seizure operation at the offices of UDN leader Otto
Reyes. Sept. 20: CRIPDES leader Mirtala Lopez headed a rally in front of the US Embassy in San
Salvador calling for an end to military aid to the Salvadoran government. On the same day, FAS
released another statement threatening to kill Lopez, and accusing her of fomenting "vandalism,
destruction and terrorism." The Agence France-Presse reported that in the past week local television
stations broadcast anonymous ads featuring the photographs of several opposition political leaders,
union members and CRIPDES members, all of whom were identified as "communists [and] lazy
bums who do not want peace." Opposition party legislators submitted a resolution in the National
Assembly calling for removal of the ads, and investigation into their origin. The legislators asserted
that the ads "came from the government of President Alfredo Cristiani." Sept. 24: The FAS issued
a communique reiterating threats against Mirtala Lopez's life. (Basic data from Salpress, 09/11/91;
ACAN-EFE, 09/13/91; AFP, 09/17/91, 09/20/91, 09/24/91)
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